
Research Objective: Assess the available research that
pertains to the contamination by PAHs of surface waters
and sediments and create a roadmap for future PAH
apportionment studies.

Key Findings: There is a limited number of studies
investigating post-wildfire contamination by PAHs in surface
waters, but even more so in sediments. The majority of the
literature either focuses on PAHs in soils post-wildfire, or on
PAHs in sediments in heavily industrial areas. The use of
diagnostic ratios is most common in determining sources of
PAHs but lacks the ability to differentiate between pyrogenic
sources of PAHs (i.e., burning vegetation vs. burning fossil
fuels).

Conclusion: Post-wildfire research of the aquatic
environment should be an area of increased and urgent
research. Relying only on diagnostic ratios for PAH
apportionment does not allow for a detailed understanding


