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SENATE MEETING 
PUBLIC SESSION 

 MINUTES 
 

April 27, 2016 
3:30 – 5:30 PM 

Senate Chambers (Room 1079 Administration Building) 
  

 
Present: A. Aravind, S. Bach, S. Beeler, A. Blanding, M. Bouchard, D. Casperson, B. Deo, D. 
Erasmus, E. Ezedebego, P. Flagel (Acting Secretary of Senate), K. Guest, K. Howitt (Recording 
Secretary), E. Jensen, K. Keen (Vice Chair), D. Wessell Lightfoot, H. Lowe, L. March, B. Menounos, M. 
Murphy, D. Nyce, I. Olasanmi, A. Palmer, G. Payne, M. Prevost, K. Reimer, A. Robinson, R. Robinson, 
D. Ryan, P. Sanborn, E. Searle, K. Smith, 
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That Senate requests that the Registrar investigates and brings back for the fall discussions of the 
2017/2018 academic calendar dates the options for the inclusion of a full-week reading break in 
the Fall  semester.  
CARRIED. 

  
 Motion S-201603.15 was CARRIED as amended.  

 
   S-201603.16              

 Casperson 
 BE IT RESOLVED THAT Undergraduate Regulations #50 (Appeals Process) and #51 
 (Senate Committee on Academic Appeals) be referred to the appropriate committee of 

   Senate for study and provision of recommendations on: 
 

a. Providing for non-adversarial adjudication as an intermediate step in the appeals 
processes; 

   b. Establishing standards of evidence; 
   c. Clarifying the reasons for which a grade can be appealed; 

d. Specifying the kinds of remedies which can be sought and awarded by the Senate 
Committee on Academic Appeals; and 

 e. Setting out the procedural rules for hearings of the Senate Committee on Academic 
Appeals; 

 
  AND FURTHERMORE, 
 

  BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Undergraduate Regulations and Policies be amended as follows 
(the amendments were included on page 31 of the Senate public session meeting package). 

 
  Motion 
  Casperson 
  That Senate invites a member of the gallery, Mr. Clarkson, to speak to motion S-201603.16. 
  CARRIED. 
 
  Mr. Clarkson spoke about the motion S-201603.16. There was a discussion on the motion and Mr. 

Clarkson answered questions.  
 
  Motion to Commit 
  Casperson 
  That motion S-201603.16 be referred to a committee consisting of the Dean of the College of 

Arts, Social and Health Sciences, Senator Palmer, and Mr. Clarkson. 
 
  The committee is charged with considering the motion and reporting back to Senate as to the 

questions of principle within the motion. Senate can then have a discussion on the substance of 
the motion. 

 
  Friendly Amendment to the Motion to Commit 
  Smith 
  That a designate from the Office of the Registrar and a designate from the Office of Graduate 

Programs be added to the committee membership. 
   
  The Chair asked for leave of Senate so Ms. Lawson could speak about academic appeals. There 

were no objections, and Ms. Lawson explained the current academic appeals process. 
 
  The Motion to Commit as amended was CARRIED. 
 
  Dr. Whitcombe tendered his resignation effective immediately as the Chair and a member of the 

Senate Committee on Academic Appeals.    
 

4.0 President’s Report                   
 
 As Dr. Weeks was unable to attend the meeting, there was no report.  

 
5.0 Report of the Provost Dr. Ryan 
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A Senator asked if the survey was meant to be anonymous. She said there were identifiable characters 
in the survey.  
 
Dr. Ryan said the survey was meant to be anonymous, and his understanding was the surveys will be 
summarized by an external body.  
 
A Senator asked how the outcome of the survey will be used.  
 
Dr. Ryan said he understood the summaries will be used to get a better idea of what is going on at the 
University and how challenges can be addressed. The surveys are optional. Concerns about the 
employment engagement survey should be brought forward to the Director of HR. 

 
8.0 Presentation — 2016-2017 Proposed Budget Dr. Ryan and Mr. Knight 
 
 The 2016/17 Financial Planning Overview was included in the meeting package.  
 
 There were a number of Town Halls where the budget had been discussed, and there  
 will be another one on April 29, 2016. The last day for feedback is May 4, 2016. Feedback can be sent  
 to unbcplan@unbc.ca .The budget will be presented to the Board of Governors on May 20, 2016 for  
 approval. The budget was first presented to Senate in March. Ms. C. Smith provided Senate  

with information about the budget. There was a discussion about the budget and Senators asked questions. 
 
9.0 Removal of Motions from the Consent Agenda Dr. Keen 
 
 There were no requests made to remove motions from the consent agenda. 
 
10.0 Committee Reports 
 
10.1 Senate Committee on Academic Affairs Dr. Ryan 
 
 “For Approval” Items: 
 
  S-201604.03 

Changes to the Program Requirements - MA Disability Management 
 Smith 
 

mailto:unbcplan@unbc.ca
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The program is attractive to students interested in integrating the fields of economics, community health, social work, 
psychology, education, and business. The combination of course work, research, and the pra
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Practicum 
Students are involved in field-based learning activities for the purpose of pursuing and developing 
research/policy/administration/practice skills within a related employment area. The practicum component stresses 
independent learning, and permits students to test or develop theory in the context of fieldwork. The form of field practice 
components varies widely in accordance with the learning needs of the students. The practicum leads to a written report 
that reflects students’ critical analyses of their practice settings. 
The report further demonstrates a deepening of professional competence, analytical skills, and professional judgement, 
and represents a contribution to the knowledge and skill base of the profession. The duration of this component is 
equivalent to three months full-time employment. 

 
Major Paper 
The Major Paper (MP) option is for those students who have written a letter outlining their experience in the disability 
management field and obtained permission allowing them to prepare a Major Paper in place of a Practicum (6 credit 
hours). It is the aim of the MP to acquaint students with the practice of scholarship. Such acquaintance will normally 
entail a critical treatment of relevant academic literature using theoretical or philosophical methods. If the student wishes 
to pursue empirical research, either quantitative or qualitative, the thesis option must be selected. 
 

Comprehensive Examination 
The comprehensive examination option of study requires the successful completion of a comprehensive examination that 
evaluates a candidate’s knowledge of theory, research and practice in his/her field of study. 
 

Thesis 
An oral examination is required as per University regulations. All students are taking the thesis option will be required to 
be a resident in Prince George for the duration of their thesis work and their oral examination.as well as during the 
semesters thesis work is developing. 
 

Motions S-201604.04 - S-201604.05 were dealt with as an omnibus motion. 
 

  S-201604.04 
Changes to Post-Diploma Baccalaureate Nursing Program – Electives 

 Menounos 
 That, on the recommendation of the Senate Committee on Academic Affairs, the changes to the 

elective section under the Post-Diploma Baccalaureate Nursing Program on page 173 of the 
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S-201604.05 
Changes to Post-Diploma Baccalaureate Nursing Program -



 
Senate Public Session Minutes – April 27, 2016 Page 10 of 22 

 
This Certificate does not replace the UNBC Post-Diploma BScN program as it offers a 
focus in one specialized area only. Other focus areas provided through the UNBC Post-
Diploma BScN, notably community health, community continuing care, First Nations health 
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streams but students will also need  to d ifferentiate between the Civil and  Environmental 

Engineering degrees. In the remaining years, some of the courses are common to both 

programs while each degree stream develops the in -depth knowledge to allow students to 

qualify within their d iscipline upon graduation. The final year exposes students to practical 

engineering problems. 

 

Admission Requirements 
 

Admission to the program is limited  and  is based  on academic qualifications and  available 

space. Priority admission is given to students who meet the admission criteria and  apply by 

the deadline of March 1. 

 

Applicants from BC and Yukon secondary schools must: 

 Meet UNBC admission requirements, and 

 Have an average of at least 75% based on the following four courses: Principles of Math 12 or 

Pre-calculus 12, English 12 and two provincially examinable Science 12 courses. In addition, 

applicants must have successfully completed Chemistry 11 in order to meet course prerequisites 

in the Program. Physics 12 or an equivalent is strongly recommended, as it is a prerequisite for 

first-year Physics courses in the program. Students who are admitted without the Physics 12 

prerequisite may be delayed in their studies as they may not be able to complete the first four 

semesters of the program in the normal two year time period. Meeting the minimum GPA does 

not guarantee admission. Under exceptional circumstances the prerequisites may be waived. 

 

Other applicants must demonstrate that they possess qualifications at least equivalent to the 

BC and Yukon requirement. 

 

Standards of Professional Conduct 

In addition to fulfilling all University and  Program regulations and  expectations, all students 

are expected  to abide by professional standards as set forth by the Association of Professional 

Engineers and  Geoscientists of British Columbia. Violation of professional standards may 

result in suspension or d ismissal from the program and/ or the University. 

 

Academic Performance 

 

Students must adhere to the policies and  regulations as specified  in the UNBC calendar. This 

requirement includes, but is not limited  to, matters related  to academic offenses and  

progression through the program. Progression is covered  by the guidelines on academic 

standing and  continuance. Offenses are governed  by the relevant regulations in the 

appropriate calendar. 

 

Students must obtain the minimum passing grade for all courses. Failure to  do so may result in 
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 each work situation is developed and/or approved by the co-operative educational institution as a 

suitable learning situation; 

 the co-operative student is engaged in productive work rather than merely observing; 

 the co-operative student receives remuneration for the work performed; 

 the co-operative student's progress on the job is monitored by UNBC Engineering; 

 the co-operative student's performance on the job is supervised and evaluated by the student's co-

operative employer; 

 the time spent in periods of work experience must be at least 30 per cent of the time spent in 

academic study 

 

The overall timetable for semesters is as follows: 

 

Year Fall Winter Summer 

1st year Academic Semester 1 Academic Semester 2 (semester 3) 

2
nd

 year Academic Semester 4 Academic Semester 5 Co-op Work Term I 

3
rd

 year Academic Semester 7 Co-op Work Term II Academic Semester 
9 

 Co-op Work Term III Academic Semester 
11 

Co-op Work Term IV 

4
th

 year Academic Semester 
13 

Academic Semester 
14 
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wide range of employment opportunities where the technical expertise and  problem -solving 

skills of engineers are needed in conjunction with a strong awareness and  understanding of 

environmental issues and  problems. 

 

Our graduates work in the new environmental economy – in areas related  to environmental 

reclamation, remediation, and  restoration. 

 

The minimum requirement for completion of a Bachelor of Applied  Science degree with a 

major in Environmental Engineering is 154 credit hours. Students are also required  to 

successfully complete 12 credit hours of Co-operative Education. 

 

Program Requirements  
 

First Year (Semesters 1 & 2) 

CHEM 100-3   General Chemistry I 

CHEM 120-1   General Chemistry Laboratory I 

CHEM 101-3   General Chemistry II 

CHEM 121-1   General Chemistry Laboratory II 

ENGR 110-3   Technical Writing 

ENGR 117-3   Engineering Design 1 

ENGR 151-1   Engineering Tools I 

ENGR 152-1   Engineering Tools II 

MATH 100-3   Calculus I 

MATH 101-3   Calculus II 

MATH 220-3   Linear Algebra
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ENGR 351-4   Fluid  Mechanics I 

ENGR 352-4   Fluid  Mechanics II 

ENGR 353-4   Hydrology and  Open Channel Flow  

ENGR 358-3   Waste and  Waste Water Systems 

ENGR 359-3   Ground Water Contamination 

ENGR 360-4   Soil Mechanics II 

ENGR 365-3   Mining and  the Environment 

ENGR 380-3   Engineering Economics 

ENGR 381-3   Urban and  Regional Planning 

 

6 credit hours chosen from the list of technical electives 

3 credit hours of electives from the Physical or Life Sciences 

 

Fourth Year (Semesters 13 & 14) 

ENGR 400-4   Capstone Design Project I 

ENGR 401-4   Capstone Design Project II 

ENGR 410-3   Professional Practice & Law  

ENGR 411-3   Project Management 

ENGR 420-3   Transport Phenomena 

ENGR 421-3   Environmental Hydraulics 

ENGR 430-3   Unit Operations 

 

6 credit hours chosen from the list of technical electives 

3 credit hours of electives from the Humanities 

 

Technical Electives 
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Motion 
Casperson 
In accordance with Senate regulation 3(w) iii, that the Senate session extend beyond 5:30 p.m. 
CARRIED. 

 
 S-201604.13 

Renewal of the Agreement of Cooperation between the University of Northern British 
Columbia and the University of Applied Sciences and Arts, Switzerland 

 That, on the recommendation of the Senate Committee on Academic Affairs, the motion to 
approve the renewal of the Agreement of Cooperation between the University of Northern British 
Columbia and the University of Applied Sciences and Arts, Switzerland be approved as 
proposed. 
Effective Date: Upon approval of the Senate 
POSTPONED until the May 25, 2016 meeting. Quorum was lost before the approval of the 
motions on the consent agenda. 
 

  S-201604.14 
Approval of Pathway Agreements 
Payne 

 That, on the recommendation of the Senate Committee on Academic Affairs, the following 
Pathway Agreements be approved as proposed: 
Effective Date: Upon the approval of Senate 
CARRIED. 

 
“For Information” Item: 
 
 Report to Senate - External Reviews of Academic Units 
 
 The report on the financial cost and process for External Reviews of Academic units was in response to 

Senate’s request on February 15, 2016. It was included in the meeting package. 
 
10.2 Senate Committee on First Nations and Aboriginal Peoples              Dr. Ryan 
 
“For Approval” Items: 
 
 S-201604.15 

The UNBC Aboriginal Service Plan Steering Committee Terms of Reference 
Smith 

  That, on the recommendation of the Senate Committee on First Nations and Aboriginal Peoples, the 
UNBC Aboriginal Service Plan Steering Committee Terms of Reference be approved as proposed. 
Effective Date: May 2016 
CARRIED. 
 

  S-201604.16 
The UNBC Elders Protocol 
Smith 

  That, on the recommendation of the Senate Committee on First Nations and Aboriginal Peoples, the 
UNBC Elders Protocol be approved as proposed. 

 Effective Date: May 2016 
 CARRIED. 
 
 S-201604.17 
 Approval of the Lheidli T’enneh/UNBC Memorandum of Understanding 
 Smith  
 That, on the recommendation of the Senate Committee on First Nations and Aboriginal Peoples, the 

Lheidli T’enneh/UNBC MOU be approved as proposed. 
 Effective Date: April 20 
 CARRIED. 
 
 There was a request that the The Lheidli T’enneh Research Ethics and Protocol document be provided 

to Senate in the future for information if possible. 
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 Senate Committee on Academic Appeals 
 
 Faculty Member — Professional Program (until 03/31/2019) Ms. Catharine Schiller 
 Graduate Student Senator (until 03/31/2017) Mr. Neil Thompson 
 Undergraduate Student Senator (until 03/31/2017) 



 
Senate Public Session Minutes – April 27, 2016 Page 22 of 22 

 Senate Committee on Scholarships and Bursaries 
 
 Faculty Senator — CASHS (until 03/31/2017)  Dr. Stan Beeler 
 Graduate Student (until 03/31/2017) Ms. Ibukun Olasanmi 
 Undergraduate Student (until 03/31/2017) Mr. Echioma Ezedebego 
 Student Senator (until 03/31/2017) Mr. Gurbind Deo 
  
 Further nominations were sought from the floor, and there being none forthcoming, the motion was 
 CARRIED. 
 
 Senate Committee on the University Budget 
 
 Student Senator (until 03/31/2017) Ms. Leah March 
 
 Further nominations were sought from the floor, and there being none forthcoming, the motion was 
 CARRIED. 
 
 Senate Committee on Student Discipline Appeals 
 
 Faculty Senator — CSAM Dr. Brian Menounos  
 Graduate Student (until 03/31/2017) Ms. Ibukun Olasanmi 
 Undergraduate Student (until 03/31/2017) Mr. Hunter Lowe 
 
 Further nominations were sought from the floor, and there being none forthcoming, the motion was 
 CARRIED. 
 
“For Information” Items: 
 
 Faculty Senator Elected to Senate for position beginning immediately: 
 
 Faculty Senator – CSAM (until March 31, 2017) Dr. Paul Sanborn 
 
 Student Senators elected to Senate for positions beginning April 1, 2016: 
 
 Student Senator – Undergraduate (until March 31, 2017) Mr. Simon Bach 
 Student Senator – Undergraduate (until March 31, 2017) Mr. Echioma Ezedebego 
 Student Senator – Undergraduate (until March 31, 2017) Mr. Gurbind Deo 
 Student Senator – Undergraduate (until March 31, 2017) Mr. Hunter Lowe 
 Student Senator – Undergraduate (until March 31, 2017) Ms. Leah March 
 Student Senator – Undergraduate (until March 31, 2017) Mr. Erik Searle 
 Student Senator – Graduate (until March 31, 2017) Ms. Amy Blanding 
 Student Senator – Graduate (until March 31, 2017) Ms. Ibukun Olasanmi 
 Student Senator – Graduate (until March 31, 2017) Mr. Neil Thompson 
 
Quorum was lost at 6:35 p.m. The Vice Chair declared the meeting adjourned. 
 
 


