
		
	

	

	

CIRC 
The Cumulative Impacts 
Research Consortium  

Workshop	follow-up	report	from:	
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A	community	workshop	to	learn	and	share	stories	about	the	positive	and		
negative	impacts	of	resource	development	
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The	Cumulative	Impacts	Research	Consortium	(CIRC)	is	a	research	and	community	outreach	initiative	at	
the	University	of	Northern	British	Columbia	that	is	dedicated	to	enhancing	the	understanding	of	the	
cumulative	environmental,	community	and	health	impacts	of	resource	development.	For	more	
information	on	our	ongoing	research	and	related	initiatives,	please	visit	www.unbc.ca/cumulative-
impacts.$
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CIRC	staff	facilitated	a	series	of	free	public	workshops	throughout	the	Peace	River	Region	between	June	
19-23,	2017.	These	workshops	were	convened	in	relation	to	an	ongoing	CIRC	research	project	focused	
on	developing	new	tools	and	processes	to	assess	and	monitor	the	positive	and	negative	impacts	of	
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including	the	designation	of	a	flood	reserve	as	well	as	BC	Hydro’s	acquisition	and	freezing	of	properties	
along	the	river.	Participants	recognized	the	number	of	employment	opportunities	that	existed	in	
Hudson’s	Hope	in	the	past	are	not	reflected	in	today’s	reality,	and	a	sense	of	both	nostalgia	in	relation	to	
the	community’s	past	and	discouragement	that	the	benefits	from	past	developments	have	not	sustained	
the	community	in	a	way	that	allows	the	next	generation	to	live	with	such	promise.	
	
Hudson’s	Hope	and	the	Peace	Valley	were	identified	as	unique	places	with	deep	connections	to	its	
residents.	A	few	people	shared	stories	of	coming	to	Hudson’s	Hope	for	the	weekend,	buying	property	
because	of	how	affected	they	were	by	the	beauty	of	the	valley,	and	staying	for	the	rest	of	their	lives.	The	
valley’s	microclimate	lends	itself	well	to	agricultural	and	alternative	energy	potential.	Alternative	energy	
sources	such	as	solar	and	wind	power	as	well	as	geothermal	energy	were	raised	as	possible	economic	
opportunities,	with	Hudson’s	Hope	poised	to	have	the	biggest	municipal	solar	array	in	British	Columbia.		
	



		
	

	

	


