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UNBC Community Development Institute 
 

Annual Report 

2010 
 

 

The Community Development Institute (CDI) at UNBC is pleased to present its 2010 

Annual Report. This report covers the period from January to December 2010. 

 

 

Background: 

 

The mission of the Community Development Institute (CDI) at UNBC is to support the 

research, information, and development needs of northern BC's rural and small town 

communities as they adjust to change in the new economy. The CDI is interested in two 

fundamental issues for northern BC‟s communities: community capacity and community 

development. By undertaking research, sharing information, and supporting community 

outreach, the CDI is becoming a vital partner to communities interested in making 

informed decisions about their own futures. 

 

Under changing social and economic conditions, communities need the capacity to 

respond. Community capacity refers to: 

the ability of residents to organize their assets and resources to achieve objectives 

they consider important. These objectives may be reactive, where people are 

faced with a challenge, or innovative, where new visions are established and 

pursued. Community capacity is built and maintained by the norms, traditions, 

regulations, and social relationships enabling otherwise disparate individuals to 

co-





http://www.northernrockies.org/
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National Network for Urban Aboriginal Economic Development  

        2008 - 2012 On-going    

 

The Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada (SSHRC), 

through their Knowledge Impact in Society program, granted funding to support 

the creation of a “National Network for Urban Aboriginal Economic 

Development”. The network is coordinated by Greg Halseth from UNBC‟s CDI 

and Ray Gerow from the Prince George Aboriginal Business Development 

Centre. 

 

The objective is to develop an open and inclusive multi-stakeholder national 

network of researchers, practitioners, and policy makers working in urban 

Aboriginal and Métis communities. This includes organizations, universities, 

federal/provincial/municipal governments, private industry, community groups, 

and NGO‟s. The network focuses on mobilizing economic development 

knowledge and strengthening organizational capacity. 

 

The tasks include building the network, fostering a better understanding of the 

key issues, hosting national conferences, and establishing local Learning Circles 

to facilitate knowledge exchange and capacity building. The network already 

includes more than 25 organizations across Canada. The second National 

http://abdc.bc.ca/uaed/
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Laxgalts’ap Village Government    2010-2011  On-going 

Community Development Plan update     

 

This research partnership between the Laxgalts‟ap Village Government and the 

Community Development Institute at UNBC focuses on Laxgalts‟ap‟s 

Community Development Plan. The Laxgalts‟ap Village Government is part of 

the Nisga‟a First Nation and is formally constituted under terms of the Nisga‟a 

Treaty. The purpose is to review the previous Community Development Plan and 

talk with local residents to create an “update” on achievements as well as a 

framework for actions towards their next Community Development Plan. This 

project is expected to be completed in January 2011. 

 

 

District of Clearwater      2010-2011  On-going 

Community Economic Development Plan      

 

This research partnership between the District of Clearwater and UNBC‟s 

Community Development Institute is to review past community and economic 

development plans and talk with local residents to create a new Community 

Economic Development plan for the District and the surrounding Electoral Area 

„A‟ of the Thompson-Nicola Regional District. The Community Development 

Institute has a longstanding relationship with the people and communities of the 

North Thompson Valley. This project is expected to be completed in April 2011. 

 

 

Norman Lake - Foundations of Cottage Culture          2010  Completed 

 

Recreational cottage properties are a common part of the rural Canadian 

landscape. This study explored the changing nature of cottage property 

development and use. The goal was to gain a better understanding of the 

human and natural landscape connections that attract cottagers to their 

recreational properties, and also the changing nature of cottaging 

communities. In addition to this study at Norman Lake, a companion study 

was carried out in the „cottage country‟ lakes area of central Finland by research 

partners at the University of Eastern Finland. 

 

Links to reports are available on the CDI website. 

 

 

(Re)Defining Poverty – A literature review    2010 Completed 

 

This project examined the theoretical and methodological issues associated with 

poverty in the northern BC context of resource dependent rural and small town 

place as a foundation for understanding both 
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Voluntarism, Ageing and Place: A Critical Review            2010 

 Completed 

 

Population aging coupled with changes in the delivery of health and continuing 

care services means that more attention must be paid to the role of the voluntary 

sector (formal and informal) in providing needed services in rural and small town 

places. This project undertook a critical review of the available literature in the 

topics of volunteerism, population aging, rural health and social care, and rural 

and small town community development. The purpose was to provide a better 

understanding of the pressures facing small communities in supporting older 

residents via voluntary services. 

 

Links to reports are available on the CDI website. 

 

 

 

Research grants 

 
Granting 

Agency 

Subject $ Per Year Year Principal 

Investigator 

Co-

Investigator(s) 

      

UNBC – 

Office of 

Research 

 

(Re)Defining 
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Research contracts 

 
Granting Agency Subject $ Per Year Year Principal 

Investigator 

Co-

Investigator(s) 

      

Municipality of 

Clearwater 

 

Community 

Economic  

Development Plan  

$32,186 2010 - 

2011 

Greg Halseth  

Laxgalts‟ap 

Village 

Government 

 

Community Plan 

update 

$19,624 2010 - 

2011 

Greg Halseth  
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Education  

 

The Community Development Institute hopes to enhance capacity building through 

educational opportunities. This includes student training, work within the university 

curriculum, continuing education and regional offerings, connections with the northern 

colleges and with specialized education and training centres, and public talks/conferences 

to share information.  

 

 

Student trainees at UNBC 

 

2010 

Chelan Hoffman - research assistant, completed graduate student at UNBC 

Jen Herkes - research assistant, completed graduate student at UNBC 

Kyle Kusch - research assistant, completed graduate student at UNBC 

Alex Martin - research assistant, current graduate student at UNBC 

Courtney LaBourdaise - research assistant, current graduate student at UNBC 

 

 

Training ‘new researchers’ 

 

2010 

Julia Schwamborn – research project manager 

 

 

Research Practicum Student Supervision 

 

--- 
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Engaging communities and organizations. BC Public Health Association 

Summer School 2010, Prince George (with telecom links to UVIC, UBC, 

and Terrace), July 27.  

 

Our Province - Our Future, Northern Dialogue, NDP Leader‟s Summit, 

Prince George, October 22.  

 

Economic change and industrial futures – Annual General Meeting of the 

North Central Labour Council, Prince George, BC, November 20.  

 

Cottage Survey Results, Norman Lake Association Annual General 

Meeting, Prince George, BC, November 25. 

 

Don Manson (2010) Keynote Address “Getting Ahead of the Curve”, 

Williams Lake Chamber of Commerce, Williams Lake, September 30. 

 

 

Conference Organization: 

 

Moderator for Research Panel and Networking Event of the BC Rural and remote 

Health Research Network – “Community-Based Research in Rural and Remote 

Communities”. January 25, UNBC. 

 

With Ray Gerow, Prince George Aboriginal Business Development Corporation, 

organized the workshop: “Understanding indigenous economic development in 

northern, rural and remote settings: Frameworks for change”, in conjunction with 

the University of the Arctic‟s thematic networks on Local and regional 

development, northern governance, and northern tourism, November 24-25, 

Prince George. 

 

 

As a follow up to the 2008 CDI organized international workshop “Space to 

Place: The Next Rural Economies”, we are pleased to announce a major book 

publication from that event: 

 

Halseth, Greg, Markey, Sean and Bruce, David (eds) 2010 The Next Rural 

Economies: Constructing Rural Place in a Global Economy, CABI 

International: Oxfordshire, UK 
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http://www.unbc.ca/cdi/publications.html
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UNBC Curriculum Contributions 

 

Geography Program (BA) major: Public Administration and Community Development 

 

A number of years ago, the CDI initiated a process to better connect UNBC with the 

Nicola Valley Institute of Technology (NVIT). NVIT is based in Merritt, but it offers a 

wide number of programs, certificates, and diplomas targeted to Aboriginal communities 

around BC. Since that time, processes have been set in place to coordinate the paperwork 

and processes for NVIT students transferring to UNBC. In addition, one of the decisions 

at that early set of meetings was that UNBC would try to identify a „destination‟ for 
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Outreach  

 

The CDI is a resource centre to which communities and decision-makers can turn in their 

search for timely and relevant information. It is also a conduit through which information 

from outside the region is shared with communities. Building upon a strong "extension" 

tradition to connect research and training opportunities with community needs, and to 

translate best practices into applied tools, links are provided so rural and small town 

places can access additional information and resources. Important aspects of outreach for 

the CDI include support for local initiatives, our community visits, assistance with local 

and regional community and economic development forums, our Community Contact 

Newsletters, and the CDI Website. 

 

 

National Network for Urban Aboriginal Economic Development 

 

The Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada (SSHRC), through 

their Knowledge Impact in Society program, granted funding to support the creation of a 

“National Network for Urban Aboriginal Economic Development”. 

 

The objective is to develop an open and inclusive multi-stakeholder national network of 

researchers, practitioners, and policy makers working in urban Aboriginal and Métis 

communities. This includes organizations, universities, federal/provincial/municipal 

governments, private industry, community groups, and NGO‟s. The network focuses on 

mobilizing economic development knowledge and strengthening organizational capacity. 

 

The tasks include building the network, fostering better understanding of the key issues, 

hosting national conferences, and establishing local Learning Circles to facilitate 

knowledge exchange and capacity building. The network already includes more than 25 

organizations across Canada. 

 

The network is coordinated by Greg Halseth from UNBC‟s Community Development 

Institute and Ray Gerow from the Prince George Aboriginal Business Development 

Centre. 

 

Funding support for the network includes $100,000 per year for 3 years from SSHRC
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Enhanced Public Administration Education in Northern BC 

 

Effective local capacity is the key to building responsive and resilient communities and 

organizations. For local and First Nations governments, the public administration training 

and capacity of the staff is critical in determining the effectiveness and resilience of the 

governing body. Recruitment and retention of local and First Nations government 

employees is an immediate and ongoing concern for communities in northern British 

Columbia. As a result, the CDI (together with Dr. Gary Wilson of UNBC‟s Political 

Science Program) is partnering with the Ministry of Community Development and the 

Fraser Fort George Regional District to initiate the creation of enhanced public 

administration education training opportunities in northern BC. 

 

Some key issues include: 

- That local governments in northern BC are training grounds or incubators of 

professional staff and it is not uncommon for professionals to move to larger and 

more sophisticated organizations. 

- Stimulating interest in local and First Nations government as a rewarding and 

desirable career choice.  

- Succession training of existing staff is hampered by capacity / availability 

issues. 

- Need to coordinate a range of options that meet the needs of a range of students 

and learning situations.bility 
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Connections 

 

The CDI assisted Prince Rupert with putting together a response to a proposal to reduce 

the number of BC Ferry sailings to/from the community. In addition to information and 

reference material, the CDI connected community leaders to the UNBC ORTM Program 

for additional tourism related information/research.  

 

 

Clearwater - Wells Gray Country 

 

The CDI continues its mentoring role in the Clearwater - Wells Gray Country valley. 

This is now the 8
th
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Community Visits Schedule  

 

Community visits form an integral part of the CDI mission. They are part of our ongoing 

efforts to build and grow relationships, collect and share community development 

inform


