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The Community Development Institute (CDI) at UNBC is pleased to present its 2004
Annual Report. This report covers the period from January to December 2004.
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The mission of the Community Development Institute (CDI) at UNBC is to support the
research, information, and development needs of Northern BC's rural and small town
communities as they adjust to change in the new economy. The CDI is interested in two
fundamental issues for northern BC’s communities: community capacity and community
development. By undertaking research, sharing information, and supporting community
outreach, the CDI is becoming a vital partner to communities interesting in making
informed decisions about their own futures.

Under changing social and economic conditions, communities need the capacity to

respond. Community capacity refers to:
the ability of residents to organize their assets and resources to achieve objectives
they consider important. These objectives may be reactive, where people are
faced with a challenge, or innovative, where new visions are established and
pursued. Community capacity is built and maintained by the norms, traditions,
regulations, and social relationships enabling otherwise disparate individuals to
co-ordinate their actions for collective ends.

To enhance this capacity requires community development. In a general sense,
community development concerns:
improvements to local social and cultural infrastructure. It is most often identified
with increasing the skills, knowledge, and abilities of residents to access
information and resources and to then use these tools to create strategies and
partnerships which can take advantage of changing circumstances.

The three foundations of the Community Development Institute at UNBC are:
Research
Education
Outreach

The Annual Report is organized under each of these foundations.
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The Community Development Institute at UNBC maintains a clear focus upon research.
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policy development, community and infrastructure investment, and regional
coordination. The purpose of this project is to undertake a community driven process
that will review the key challenges and opportunities relative to the economic
development and diversification of northern BC communities. The goal is to produce
a report which identifies a framework for action aimed at creating the mechanisms
necessary to engage, mobilize, and coordinate key resources and stakeholders for the
creation of a northern economic development strategy.

The Heart of the Community: Tracing the Role of the Peace River Women's Institutes
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Research grants.

Granting Subject $ Per Year Year Principal Co-
Agency Investigator Investigator(s)
Northern Land | Mackenzie and Area | $5,000 2004- Greg Halseth Neil Hanlon
Use Institute Seniors’ Needs 2005
(UNBC) Overview
Living The heart of the $9,310 2004- Pamela Den Greg Halseth
Landscapes, community: Tracing 2005 Ouden (UNBC),
Royal BC the role of the Peace (Northern Ramona Rose
Museum River Women’s Lights College) | (UNBC), and
Institutes Steve Roe
(Northern Lights
College)

SSHRC - Building Capacity $750,000 for 2003- Dr. William Cross-Canada
Strategic in the New each of 4 2007 Reimer, Research Project
Theme Economy years (UNBC Concordia — Greg Halseth
Research Grant Team receives University leads BC Team
- Initiative on approx.
the New $90,000 per
Economy year)
Research contracts
Granting Agency | Subject $ Per Year | Year Principal Co-

Investigator | Investigator(s)
District of Mackenzie and Area | $17,000 2004- Greg Neil Hanlon
Mackenzie Seniors’ Needs 2005 Halseth

Overview

McBride McBride & District | $6,000 2004 Greg
Industrial Skills Assessment Halseth
Adjustment
Committee
Industry Canada, | Northern BC $177,000 | 2003- Greg
Western Economic 2004 Halseth
Economic Development
Diversification Vision and Strategy
Canada Project
Canada Mortgage | Future Prospects for | $34,000 2003- David Greg Halseth
and Housing Special Risk 2004 Bruce,
Corporation Communities Mount

Allison

University

Reports

Ryser, L., Buttar, O., Halseth, R., and Halseth, G. (2004). Innovative Services and Voluntary
Organizations: 2004 Summary Report for McBride and Valemount, BC. Prince George, BC: Canada

Research Chair in Rural and Small Town Studies, Geography Program.

Clashy, R., Hanlon, N., Halseth, G., and Pow, V. (2004). Mackenzie and Area Seniors’ Needs Project:
Seniors’ Housing and Support Services Database Compendium
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The Community Development Institute hopes to enhance capacity building through
educational opportunities. This includes student training, work within the university
curriculum, continuing education and regional offerings, connections with the northern
colleges and with specialized education and training centres, and public talks/conferences
to share information.

Student trainees at UNBC

2004

Nora King - research assistant, undergraduate student, graduated May 2004
Virginia Pow - research assistant, graduate student at Dalhousie University
Onkar Buttar - research assistant, undergraduate student, graduated May 2004
Kelly Giesbrecht - research assistant, graduate student, MA completed 2003
Chelan Hoffman - research assistant, undergraduate student at UNBC

Jamie Reschny — research assistant, graduated UNBC May 2004

Liz O’Connor - research assistant, undergraduate student, graduated May 2003

Presentations
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“UNBC Northern Economic Development Vision and Strategy Study”, Regional
Community Economic Development Networking Event, Prince George Native
Friendship Centre, September 22, 2004.

Panel Speaker - Regional Community Economic Development Networking Event
hosted by the Community Economic Development Centre, Simon Fraser
University, Terrace, BC, June 16.

Panel Speaker — “Canada’s Role as a Northern Nation and the Possibility of
Circumpolar”, with Her Excellency Adrienne Clarkson, UNBC, October 6, 2004.

Panel Speaker - “Governance without government” panel, CRRF Annual Spring
Workshop, Prince George, BC, April 2004.

Panel Speaker - ‘Building Innovative Solutions’ Managing for Tomorrow:
Resource-Based Communities & the Environment, Prince George, BC, May 6-8,
2004,

Posters
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The CDI is a resource centre to which communities and decision-makers can turn in their
search for timely and relevant information. It is also be a conduit through which
information from outside the region is shared with communities. Building upon a strong
"extension™ tradition to connect research and training opportunities with community
needs, and to translate best practices into applied tools, links are provided so rural and
small town places can access additional information and resources. Important aspects of
outreach for the CDI include support for local initiatives, our community visits,
assistance with the Northern Economic Forum, our Community Contact Newsletters, and
the CDI Website:

Support for Local Initiatives

2004 - 2005  Advisor for the City of Quesnel on the Quesnel 2020 Economic
Development Project.

2004 - Member of Steering Committee for the Evolution of Communities Matrix
project, for the BC Rural team of the Federal Rural Secretariat.

2004 Advisor for the New Focus Society’s “Homelessness Initiative”, Quesnel,
BC.

2004 - 2006  Appointed to the Minister’s Community Advisory Group, British
Columbia Ministry of State for Forest Operations, April 2004 to March
2006.

Community Contact Newsletters

The CDI Community Contacts Newsletter is published quarterly with the goal to share
information and news about community development activities.

December 2004 Volume 1 No.1
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CDI Website: http://www.unbc.ca/cdi/index.html

The CDI website is one of the key tools for collecting and communicating information
about community development issues as they affect northern BC. Information on the
website is organized under the following topics:

Introduction

Institute Description
What's New

Community Speaker Series
CDI Publications Series
Northern Economic Forum
Newsletters

Mountain Pine Beetle Links
Community Visits

Institute Director

Staff

Research

Information Sharing

Links

Contact Information

Under links, the website collects sites that may be of interest to our northern communities
under the following categories

Statistics & Data

Governments

First Nations

Rural Studies Centres

Non Governmental & Other Organisations
Other Links

Community Forests

Northern BC Sites
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